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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Oudh Akhbdér (Lucknow) of the 11th December pub- 
The agricultural classes Jishes an article communicated by a 
in Oudh. Zamindér. The writer states that some 
landholders contend that there should be a limit to the increase 
in the Government demand. We do not mean by this that 
@ permanent settlement should be made, as has been done in 
Bengal, so that the Government may be unable to increase 
the revenue in fature under any circumstances. But our 
object is simply this, that we should be assured what portion 
of our income we are.to pay to Government. The assessment 
of the revenue depends only on the whims and fancies 
of the settlement officer. In theory the Government has 
fixed its demand at one-half of gross rental assets, but this 
proportion is not strictly observed in practice. We do not 
want a reduction in this proportion, but we must be assured 
that the Government does not mean to take more than half 
of our gross receipts. When there is au increase in our 
receipts, the Government may: or ropor i nally: enhance the 
revenne, If it be nsidered foarte’ to: aetlle the 
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revenue every year, a settlement may be made for ten or 
twenty years. It may be objected that in that case the land- 
holders would reduce the rent, as the termination of that period 
drew nearer, in order to deceive the Government. But the 
Government can easily provide against this by basing its 
demand on the figures of the year when the receipts were 
highest, or on the average receipts. It is absurd to say that 
the exact amount of a zamind&r’s income cannot be ascertain- 
ed. There should be no difficulty in finding out the rents paid 
by tenants to zamindérs, especially when patwéris (village 
accountants) are, so to speak, to be made Government servants. 
The present system of settlement involves great loss and 
inconvenience to landholders, and this is the reason why they 
do not wish to spend any money on the improvement of land. 
That Governor-General, who will free the country from 
the misfortune of these periodical settlements, . will acquire 
immortal fame. The Government is quite right in ascribing t the 
miserable condition of cultivators to the three following evils, 
viz., the non-possession: of occupancy rights by them, the 
want of means of irrigation, and the difficulty experienced 
by cultivators in obtaining advances for the purchase of 
eattle, seed, &c. But the Government has not yet found oxt 
the real causes of these evils, and therefore the remedies pro- 
posed by it are also wrong. The landholders are loath to 
grant occupancy rights to their tenants, because the rent is 
not fixed by the settlement officers on any sound ‘principles, 
but according to their own idiosyncracies. The landholders 
are put to such large legal expenses to obtain enhancements 
that the increase in the rent does not even cover the interest 
on the cost. In the North-Western Provinces ex-proprietary 
tenants are charged rent four annae in the rupee less than 
the prevailing rate payable by tenants-at-will. In the same 
way Government may make an allowance of two annas in the 
rupee in favour of occupancy-tenants. In that case landhold- 


ers would have no objection to bestow occupancy rights 
on their tenants. 
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Very sensible observations were made at the meeting 
lately held at Benares by the landholders of that district on the 
subject of irrigation. Suppose a zamindar sinks a well at a cost 
of Rs. 200, and the well will irrigate twenty-five bighas of land 
held by twenty-five cultivators. The zamindar will have to 
issue twenty-five notices for the enhancement of rent, and the 
suits will have entailed on him an expense of about Rs. 1,000 
by the time they dre finally disposed of by appellate courts. 
It would be better if the following procedure were laid down 
for the construction of irrigation works:—When a land- 
holder intends to sink a well, he should file a petition i in a 
competent court, giving full information on the subject. The 
court should issue a proclamation and, after hearing the 
objections that may be filed, grant permission for the sink- 
ing of the well, provided the interest on the cost is not likely 
to exceed the increase made in the rent. When tlie well 
has been completed, the court should order the patwéri to 
enter the increase in the rent-roll. If this system. were 
adopted, we are sure that, like the Mah&rfja of Benares, 
who has expressed his intention of spending ten per cent. of. 
his income on the sinking of wells, many other land-owners 
would gladly devote a portion of their income to the same, 
purpose. It is impossible that’ the Government should be 
able to sink wells throughout the country. The scheme can_ 
be best carried out by the zamindérs. As regards” the : 
question of establishing agricultural banks in order that cul-, 
tivators may be able to borrow money from them at a small. 
rate of interest for agricultaral puposes, the measure will. 
not, in our opinion, accomplish the object in view. The pro- 
posed banks will make advances only on good security, . 
and it is: notorious that the cultivators, who stand in most. 
need of money, are unable to furnish any security. It is 
the zamindérs who can beet assist their tenants . in time 
of need. But there are some ‘Teasons which at present 
prevent the former from lending money to . the. Jatter. 
In the first place, if a landholder takes an “advance from 
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Government, but does not repay. it according to’ the agree- 
ment, Government recovers it from him like arrears of 
revenue. - But if a landholder lends money to a tenant 
on a bond, and the latter fails to repay the money, the 
landholder first has to’ obtain a decree against him in the 
regular way and then have it executed in order to realize the 
money. If the judgment-debtor has no property, the exe- 
cution of the decree will be quite useless. Secondly, if 
landholders made advances to tenants; the tahsildérs would 
levy a license-tax from them for carrying on banking -busi- 
ness. Tie Government should empower landholders to lend 
money to their tenants at 12 per cent. interest. The latter 
should repay the money by periodical instalments. The 
total amount of instalments to be paid during the year must 
not exceed the rent. These loans should be registered at the 
tahsildar’s office, and the tahsilddr should have them entered 
in the putwari’s registers. The landlord should have the 
power to recover these loans like arrears of rent. When any 
landholder is in want of money, the Government should 
make him an advance. If these proposals were adopted, 
both landholders and cultivators would be benefited, and they 
would have no occasion to resort to mahdjans (professional 
money-lenders). _ 


The Karndmah (Lucknow) of the 11th December 
says that it was believed that the 
talukdaérs would return to their es- 
tates soon after the departure of the Viceroy from Lucknow. 
But the Lieutenant-Governor expressed his desire to Raja 
Muhammad Amir Hasan Khén that they should not leave so 
long as he was there. In accordance with his wishes they all 
postponed their departure. During that interval they met 
at the Qaisar Bagh every day to consider the proposals of 
Government on the subject of the land question in the pro- 
vince. The. Lieutenant-Governor had proposed that no lease 
should be given to cultivators for less than five years, Tf 
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any landholder desired to eject a tenant on. account of the 
refusal of the latter to pay increased rent, the landholder 
should send seven times the amount of the increase to the tah- | 
sildaér with a petition. The tahsild&r should send for the 

tenant tnd ask him if he is willing to pay the increased rent. . 
If so, he should continue in possession of his holding. In 
case of refusal, the tahsildér shold pay him the suin, depo- 
sited by the landholder, as compensation and withdraw the 
land from his possession. Some other siinilar proposals 
were made by the Lieutenant-Governor.' He told the taluk- 
dirs that the Government was anxious to improve the condi- 
tion of cultivators, and that the landowners would be also con- 
sulting their own interests in improving the condition of 
their tenants. If the cultivators were thriving, they would 
enrich the soil by manure, &., and then the taluqdars would 
be able to increase the rent. After the Indian Association 
had considered the question for some days, Raja Amir Hasan 
Khan, the President of the Association, offered to express the 
views of the Association on the subject to the Lieutenant- 
Governor. The Lieutenant-Governor replied that he would 
be glad to see the President and the other members of the 
Association at Allahabad at the end of January next, on his 
return from his intended tour, and to disscuss the subject 
with them at that time, and that the Local Government would 
then send a report to the Supreme Government in accord- 
ance with the conclusions that should be arrived at. It 
would seem that the Government is unacquainted with the 
real causes of the poverty of the cultivators, and therefore 
it lays the whole blame on landholders. The landholders 
show great indulgence to their tenants. They grant ad- 
vances, make suspensions and remissions of rent at the time 
of failure of crops, and so forth. The unsatisfactory con- 
dition of cultivators is chiefly due to heavy exactions made 
by village moey-lenders. Their condition will not improve 
until the Government frees them fromthe oe of the 
latter, . ~ oer wD Gd Geter Ook Desde 
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prescribed in the Qurén. 
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The Praydg Samdchdr ( Allahabad) of the 11th December 
publishes an article communicated by 
one Udho hém from Tarafganj, Gon' 
da. The writer complains that the cultivators in Oudh 
greatly suffer from unjast enhancements of rent and evictions, 


and appeals to Lord Ripon to put a stop to these evils. If the 
Government is a friend of the taluqdérs and has no sympa- 


The same, 


thy with the ryots, it shoald order the people to address 


officers in petitions in future as “ Amir-parwar’’ (i¢., the 


cherisher of the rich) and not as “ Gharib-parwar” (i.e, the 


cherisher of the poor). 


Ths Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 12th December, re- 
ferring to the article which appeared 

ge obama "asin the Pioneer of the 6th December on 
the subject of the Muhammadan sys- 
tem of inheritance, remarks :—We approve of the drift of the 
article, but we do not agree with the Pioneer in thinking that 
the ordinances of the Quran deserve to be modified. Those 
ordinances are simply perfect and suited to all times. The 
laws prescribed by the Ulma are generally limited in their 
application and are sometimes even faulty. These laws are 


undoubtedly liable to modifications, but not the Qurin. Saiyid . 


Ahmad Khfn desired to devise a scheme for the protection of 
Muhammadan estates, which should not be opposed to the 
rules laid down by the Ulma, and therefore be based his 


proposals on the law of Wagfs, which had been accepted by 


the Ulma in their law books. Even the prejudiced Maulvis, 
who opposed the measure, were persuaded that the scheme 


was in accordance with the Muahammadan law. The fact is - 


that they have no property and their only care is to obtain a 


livelihood by deceivin g ignorant persons. They would: not - 


allow any of their religious rules being made into law. Sup- 


pose it were proposed to pass’ a law making the. offer ad 
their daily prayers by Muhammadans compulsory. Preju-” 
diced Maulvis would oppose even the passing of such a. me 2 


/ 
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Saiyid Abmad Kh&n desired to devise a law of inheritance 
which should be in accordance with the opinion of the Ulma 


and the Muhammadan law books. ‘He thus placed himself 


ina difficult position and was obliged to base his scheme 
on the system of Wagfs. If he had followed the Quran, 
he would have met with no difficulty whatever. The pro- 
visions of the Quran bearing on the subject -of the division. 
of property are simple and perfect, and suited to every 


age and society, as we have already remarked. It enjoins. 


that every Musalmaén who has any property should make a 
Will. His friends are asked to assist him with advice in the 
matter. On his death his debts, if any, are to be paid from 
the property, and the remainder is ‘disposed of accord- 
ing to the Will. In case a man dies intestate or leaves 
more property than what is mentioned in the Will, the pro- 


perty or the surplus property, as the case may be, is to be 


divided after the payment of his debts among his heirs 
according to the portion fixed for each in the Qurén. Hence 
it will be perceived that the Qurén leaves to the will of every 
man the division of his property. In no other religion is the 


svstem of inheritance founded on a broader basis, The Ulma 


have imposed unjust restrictions on the provisions of the 


Quran. We have written this article only to show that the 


ordinances of the Qurén need no changes or alterations. - 


The Sdhas ( Allahabad) of the 13th December contains the 


The Sshfranpur rape. 
7 Sabdranpur rape case : i= 


“ Before making any comments on the walaeans role 
tion of the case which came on before Mr.. Justice: Tyrrell 


during the last Criminal Sessions of the High Court, we shall 


following article in English on the. 
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acquaint our readers with the bare facts of the case as put 


forth by Mr. Hill, the Orown prosecutor, in his opening speech.. 
He said that the three accused young men, named . Rowland 


Keating, John Wilson, and Ernest Brookes, were charged with — 
having violated Musammat Kurnoo, On the evening of the. 
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16th August last these three men, while jamping from a bridge 
into the water below, saw the unfortunate woman returning 
home with a bundle of wood on her head. They rushed and 
dragged her down to the rajbaha, where she was treated to a 
good ducking. The prosecutrix states’ that the accused 
attempted to commit rape on her in the water, but being unsuc- 
cessful there, they dragged her on to the bank and violated 
her one after another, each being helped by ~ two comrades 
in the perpetration of the offence. 


The charge was supported by the independent testimony 
of Musammat Radha, the woman who was in company of 
Kurnoo when she was caught; of Sheopal, servant of Mr. 
Wells ; Baihoo, a mali (gardener), and Chetram. They all 
deposed to either having seen Kurnoo being violated or 
ducked in the water. ) 


The Police Inspector says that in his opinion the identifi- 
cation of the prisoners was prompt and satisfactory. The 
medical officer’s report also corroborated the charge. 


Thus ended the case for the prosecution. Of the six wit- 
nesses called by the defence George Brookes, brother of one of — 
the accused, deposes to Kurnoo’s having been dragged into the 
water and there ducked. The counsel for the defence began his 
speech by making a protest against the Crown prosecutor’s ad- 
dress to the Jury, asking them ‘not to permit them to be biassed 
by the difference in the nationality between complainant and 
defendants.’ Hethen touched upon the character of Kurnoo, 
who he said was not a virtuous woman, took exception to her 
statement that she was told by a blind woman that the Sahibs 
had gone away, and quoted some passage from Dr. Chevers’ 
Medical Jurisprudence showing that the charge of rape had 
only been preferred ont of revengeful motives and: wound up 
his speech by telling the jury that Kurnoo had neither youth 
nor beauty to attract the prisoners to the. commission of the 
crime. Thus terminated the defence, and the jury, composed 
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of seven Kurasians and two ‘natives, brought in a verdict of 
‘ not guilty.’ ‘The prisoners were released. 


Thus then a poor unfortunate Hinda + woman has been 
indecently treated and violated, and the highest court of jus- — 
tice in the land has acquitted the prisoners. So the vaunted 
British justioa is only a chimera and not a really existent 
thing. 1f there were any justice in the land, surely it would 
not have been possible for Keating and his comradés to 
commit rape with impunity and go off unpunished. The pre- 
siding J ad ge, . Mr. Tyrrell’s summing up was almost an 
indirect injua$tion'to the jury to acquit the prisoners from 
all charges. Let us'see what grounds there were for such 
an injunction. ) : Li 

Mr. Howard in his ‘defence lays great stress upon the 
stay of Kurnoo at Chetrém’s place in order to prove that she 
was not a good-charactered woman. But we have the assur- 
ance on oath of Jw&lé Prasad, her husband, that he does 
not suspect anything wrong between Chetrém and his wife. 
indian people are not so indulgent as Europeans as to sleep 
over their wives’ infidelity, and when we see that the defence 
attempted nothing as to the existence of any revengeful motives 
of Jwala towards the accused, we can haye no hesitation to 
say that he could not have given his wife a character only for 
the sake of having Keating and others punished. An in- 
stance has been cited where motives of vengeance prompted 
the charge of rape.: This may be possible, but this mere 
citation unsupported by any evidence of the existence of vin- 
dictive motives in’ the present case cannot disprove the charge. 
Thousands of examples can be given showing the great 
anxiety of Hindu husbands, however low their social position, - 
for the intact maintenance of their wives’ chastity. Even 
wives by kurao marriages, which are usual in India,-and to 
which class Kurnoo belongs, are expected: to remain chaste, 
The Indian carries his love of filelity in women to such, a 


ludicrous pitch that he will not hesitate to puuish his paramogr 
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if she be suspected at all. So it is next to impossible that 
‘Kurnoo, if unfaithful to Jwalé, would have béen permitted to 
live with him. Again, supposing for argument’s sake that she 
was unchaste and not a virtuous woman. But what right did 
that create in the accused’s favor to violate her? Jt has not 
been proved, not even alluded to, that she was ever ‘Intimate 
with them. 


We next “pass on to the statement of the blind woman 
that the ‘Sahibs had gone away. It has not been denied that 
the accused were merry that evening, ‘and is it at all impro- 
bable that they were giving vent to their mirth by uproari- 
ous laughter and other rude displays and frolics?. Besides, 
they were jumping from the bridge into the water below, which 
must have been creating some sound. Added to these, were the 
cries of the women which could nat have failed to convince the 
blind person, referred to, that some Sahibs were in the neigh+ 
bourhood. When they left the spot, and all sounds consequent 
ly ceased, the blind person had every reason to think that 


the Sahibs had departed, and sa her statement to Kurnoo is 
not at all unnatural, 


Mr. Howard’s third point is absurd. He says that the 
woman had neither youth nor boanty to tempt. the: young 
men. We do nat understand the force of this ‘curious piece 
of argument. That tastes differ is an old adage. The personal 
description of Kurnoo given to Mr. Howard might not have 
come up to his ideas of beauty or comeliness, but what reason 
has he ta judge that her charms were not sufficient ‘to attract 
Keating and others? They in a' merry moment, as is admit- 
ted by the defence itself, conducted themselves indelicately 
with her. Is it unlikely then to presume ‘that they, wlio could 
stoop to. the aforesaid rascality, could and did also go another 
step ? Bat, notwithstanding all these: considerations, the 
Judges and the jury concurred in believing in the innocence 
of the prisoner, and they were acquitted. - A «great: ‘deal 


more can be said. regarding this case, bab: v we 0 deni from ; 
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doing 80. This is not. the first tats. that J ustice Tyrrel 
has acquitted prisoners, who happened tobe. Europeans, -in 
spite of indisputable proof of their crimes. Our readers can- 
not haye forgotten the case, in which three English ‘soldiers 
were clrarged with having set fire toa. house inhabited by 
human beings somewhere near Jabalpur. Although:thete were 
sufficient proofs in that case for the conviction of the prisoners, 
Mr. Tyrrell acquitted them. His is a mind that can ill brook 
the idea of punishing a Christian for an a a“ 
a black Indian.” 


The Nydya Sudhd (Hards) of the 6th Diacadber says that 
The Central Provinces it would seem that the Government i is 
Tenaney Bil. at present anxious to improve the con- 
dition of cultivators in every part of the country. Two or 
three Acts have been passed within the last one:or two years 
for the amelioration of the condition of agricultural classes 
in the Deccan. Butit should be remembered that a proper 
remedy can cure‘a disease, but an improper one will only make 
it worse. A new Bill, called the Central Provinces Tenancy 
Bill, has been published in the local official Gazette. The 
Government thinks that the malguzirs (the landlords) oppress 
their tenants greatly in these provinces. . The landholders 
evict tenants at any time they please, enhance rent as much 
as they please, leaving nothing but a bare ‘subsistance to the 
cultivators, charge heavy rates of interest on the advances, 
‘made in money or kind to tenants, and so forth.: The Bill 
is intended to check these alleged oppressions. Bat we are 
disposed to fancy that the number of landholders, who-abuse 
their powers in this way, is comparatively very | small, and it 
would be unjust to ‘make innocent: landholders suffer froin 
their faults. We hope that: the Government wilt not hurry 
such an important legislative measure through the Legislative 
Council. It would be useless to enquire what were formerly 
the rights of the landlords and the tenants, because full in- 
' formation on the subject is not forthcomming, ‘and because 
even if such information were at hand, the Government 
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fs not prepared to renew those rights.’ After carefaf 
consideration and deliberation Government bestowed certain 
rights on the two classes of people in question at the time of 
the settlement. It would not be consonant with justice to 
interfere with the rights of either class until some emer- 
gency renders such interference necessary, and we need 
hardly say that no such emergency exists at present. If any 
Jandbolder oppresses his ryots, the Government should punish 
trim, When the Government has recognized the proprietary 
right of the landholder, he has undoubtedly full. power to eject 
a tenant or to enhance the rent on the expiration of the term 
of his lease. Landlords must know very well that if they 
rack-rented their lands, they would not be able to. find mes 
to cultivate them. Hence their own interests must always 
prevent them from resorting to rack-renting. As regards the 
exaction of heavy rates of interest, civil courts have the . 
power, according to the Hindu law, to give a decree at the 
outside for double the capital in ease of money loans, and for 
thrice the value of the grain advanced in case of loans of grain. 
If any cultivators knowingly enter into unfavourable agree 
ments with landholders, they must thank themselves for this, 
and, in our opinion, it would be useless on the part of Gov- 
ernment to attempt to reseue them from the effects of their 
own folly. Educationis now spreading among cultivators; the 
more progress education makes among them, the more they 
will be able to protect their interests. Evidently it would be 
unjust to empower tenants to make any improvements in land 
without the consent of landholders, because the giving of such 
power to the former would be an encroachment on the vested 
rights of the latter. According to this Bill a tenant can a¢ 
quire occupancy rights, even against the will of the landlord, 
by paying a certain sum of money. This provision is also 
unjust. : Peter ee 


_ The same paper makes the following remarks on: the 


idee Agricultural Loans Agricultural Loans Bill:—- “ 
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“ An Act (No. XXVI.) was passed in 1871 to enable the 


Government to make advances of money to agriculturists for 
the purpose of improving their land. It was hoped at, the 
time that the Act would be largely taken advantage of, but 
that hope has not been realized. The Act has, on the contrary, 
proved a decided failure. The Famine Commissioners wrote :— 
‘The evidence we have received regarding the working of 
this Act renders it ungestionable that it has failed to realise 
the intention of promoting improvements, and that there is 
a very general reluctance to make use of its provisions, The 
sums which have been advanced under the Act are extremely 
small and bear no proportion whatever to the need which the 
country has of capital to carry out material improvements. ’ 
They accordingly suggested that the Act. might be made 
simpler, and the Local Governments might have more power 
to make the rules, under which the Aet is worked, elastic and © 
suitable te local peculiarities. The Local Governments were 
asked to give their opinions on these suggestions, and the same 
having been received, a Bill bas been drafted to carry out the 
above suggestions. The mest important. feature of the Bill is 
the provision that has been made to enable private persons to 
make advances to holders of land for the purpose of executing 
improvements ; or, in other words, for creation of private agri- 
cultural banks under the guarantee of the Government. The 
Government shall have power to place conditions on these 
persons to ensure that their business shall be carried on ina 
proper and reasonable manner, and if they fulfil the conditions 
thus imposed upon them, their loans will be secured and will 
be recoverable in the same manner as if the money had been 
advanced. by the Government. Through these means the 
Government hopes it will be able to reach the class of people 
who now go to the village Sowkars for loans for agricultural 
and domestic purposes. 

So far as these Provinces are concerned, it is certainly 
not too soon thatsomething be done to relieve our ryots from 
the burden of debt which presses heavily upon. them. Nine- 
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tenths of’ the litigation of these'provinces. is now, as it was 
ten years avo, of a value not exceeding Rs. 100 and 
nearly half of it is below Rs. 20.. The bulk of this 
litigation represents suits between the agricultural debtors and 
their creditors. The annoyance, which the agriculturists are 
put to by and through these petty and harassing suits, is very 
great. The ‘decrees obtained in them are seldom executed, 
and when executed are seldom paid up. They are generally 
compromised by exécution of fresh bonds; and that with 
interest and court expenses, these fresh bonds represent an 
timoant of indebtedness out of all proportion to the actual sums 
received by the unfortunate debtors. Then again for every 
single transaction which comes before the Courts there are 
dozens which are kept out of them, but the pressure on the 
debtors in these latter cases is none the less unbearable. He 
must be a very bold person indeed who would venture to assert 
that the relation betiveen the ryot and the village Sowkar 
as obtaining at present is healthy and what it should be. 
Our laws have much to answer for this unsatisfactory state of 
things. The ordinary law assumes an equality of advantages 
and intelligence between the needy and illiterate cultivator and 
the wealthy and intelligent Sowkar, which equality as a matter 
of fact does not exist. It may well be that in a great 
commercial and civilized country utmost latitude ought to 
be given to the parties of contract in any manner they 
think fit; but freedom of contract wears a very different 
aspect among a population like that of rural India. Be- 
cause a certain rule of law works well in England, it does 
not necessarily follow that it will also work well here. ‘In- 
stitutions, which do not grow spontaneously out of the 
wants of a people, and are opposed to their genius, seldom 
conduee to their good. An exotic system possessing perhaps 
theoretic excellence, but. not in accord with conservative 
native traditions, if forced upon the people, can. only resalt 
in disrupting the old bonds of society. The introdaction of 
the doctrine of absolute freedom of contract and the abolition 
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of the salatary rules of Hindu law regarding interest took 
place rather too soon in: this country: Weare therefore 
unable to agree with those who ‘are opposing :the proposal 
of the Government to assist in the creation of agricultural 
banks, on the ground that the measure will:be an unwarrant- 
able interference in the relation between the seamen 
debtor and his creditor. : 


The majority of our agriculturists, if not lavelved in 
debts like their brethern in the Deccan, are certainly not. 
altogether free from them. In any case, it cannot be gainsaid 
that most of them have to depend upon the money-lenders to. 
carry on their agricultural operations. Putting aside occa- 
sions of extraordinary expenditure, such as marriages, ‘&e., 
most of the ryots have to borrow cash and grain ‘for their 
cultivation.. The terms, on which loans are now given to them, 
are anything but satisfactory. We are not prepared to join 
with those who cry down the money-lenders, as a class, as 
unscrupulous and rapacious. If the necessary enquiries be 
made, it will most probably be found, as was found to be the 
case by the Deccan Ryots Commissioners, that the profits they 
make on an average are neither abnormal nor disproportionate 
to the risk they run. But at the same time itis only too true that 
the ryots, when once they get into debt, are seldom able to @x- 
tricate themselves. We shall explain how this comes about, 
There are three principal modes of borrowing and repayment 
in general use, First, the- Jgonee transaction. This consists 
in the ryot receiving money at the commencement or during 
the currency of the agricultural year, and in his agreeing to 
make over to the creditor'in repayment the expected crop 
of his field at. a rate considerably under the market rate. 

Secondly, a simple loan which generally carries two to four 
per cent. per annum (sic) interest. Thirdly, advances on ao- 
count of Bij and Podga, or seed grain and grain for the sub- 
sistence of the ryot and his family, which are repayable.in kind 
with sawai, or 25 per cent. interest at the next harvest time. 


If these loans aro satisGed year after: year, well and good. 


Circulation, 
250 copies. 


Circulation, 
750 copies, 


( 854 ) 


Bat wee betide the poor cultivatcr if he is’ so unfortunate 
as to failin bis agreement, Then begin the days of his 
trouble. He has to borrow afresh and give bonds or sign 
accounts for the old debt with its accumulated interest and 
sawai plus the new debt, and pledge his cattle, house, kotha, 
and implements of husbandry. This ruinous process is repeated 
every year, and though he might make repayment from time 
to time, interest is added upon interest, and sawai upon sawai, 
and the whole thing goes on accuulating at a tremendous 
pace,so much so that at the end of a few years he becomes 


utterly pauperised and a slave to the money-lender. 


There ought to be some remedy for this sad state of things ; 


and we believe that accession of capital for advances to be 
‘made to the agriculturists on fair and reasonable terms will 


go a great way towards mending matters. To open out new 
industries and new avenues for labour and thus to relieve the 


present congestion of population depending solely upon 
agriculture for support is a process of slow growth ; but if, in 


the meantime, the relation between the agricultyral debtor 


and his creditor be placed ona sound footing, much good 


will result.” | oe 
The Mittra Vildés (Lahore) of the 11th December, in 
regard to the question of Hindi versus 


Hindi versus Urdu. } hue 
ey Urdu, remarks:—We do not. insist 


on the introduction of pure Hindi in courts. The Persian 


terms, which have become familiar and intelligible to all 
classes of people by constant use, should be retained by all. 


‘means. But the substitution of the Devandgri character in 


place of Persian character is necessary. The Persian charac- 


ter is foreign, imperfect, and ambiguous. . But the Devanagti 


alphabet is perfect, and the words of almost all languages can 
be transliterated in Devanagri with tolerable accuracy. : 


The Reformer (Lahore) of the 11th December- states that 
The Sahéranpur rape it is to be regretted that a igs One 
er of race is still recagnised between the : 
rulers'and the children of the soil in some matters, and this 
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prevents the growth of sympathy between the two 5 lee. 


Kuropeans are able to ill-treat and kill natives with perfect 
impunity. Just look at the Shéhjahanpur (sic) rape case. 
Lately, when a Hindu woman, named Karnu, was passing 


bridge, four Europeans came from the opposite direction and 


attempted to seize her. She ran and sought refuge with a 
man who was a short distance from her. The wicked 
Europeans pushed the man away, seized the woman, took 


her to the stream that runs by the side of the road, and — 


there violated her in broad daylight. Her husband arrived 
at the scene of action after the outrage had been come 
mitted. Both of them went to the police station and re- 
ported the matter. Preliminary enquiries were made by a 


European police officer, and the woman was also examined 
by the Doctor. The police stated that the woman vomit- 


ted a great deal of water,.at the police station. Several - 


witnesses deposed to having seen the accused commit the 
offence. The medical evidence also supported the charge. 
In spite of all this, Mr. Justice Tyrrell acquitted the 
accused. The grounds on which he released them are 
very curious. Are such men qualified to perform the difficult 
and delicate duty of Judge? ‘Putting aside the charge of 
rape, could not Mr. Tyrrell, at all events, convict the accused 
under sections 352 and 509 of the indian Penal Code, when 
the accused themselves and George Brookes, brother to one 
of the accused, admitied that they had seized the womas 
and given her a ducking? He is said to have remarked 
that the class of people to whom the woman belongs have no 
modesty. This is very creditable to his sagacity! The 
Amrit Bazar Pattrika is right in saying that the misconduct 
of the accused has brought the whole British nation inte dis- 
repute. They deserve to be turned out of society. 


The Akhbdr-i- Am (Lahore) of the 9th December states 


that the Government of India has 


The confiscation by Gov- 
ernment of estates of men called for reports from lecal Govern- 


whodie without heirs. | nts and Administrations en the 
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subject of confiscation by Government of the estates of those 
men who die without leaving heirs. The Governor-Gene- 
ral desires to know what law is in force on the subject, and 
whether that law is in accordance with native custom and feel- 
ing, and has also asked for a return giving an account of the 
estates confiscated within the last ten years in this way. 
The Viceroy wishes that greater care should be exercised in 
future in confiscating such estates, and that any claims urged | 
to such estates, should be more liberally considered. We have 
heard that the Panjéb Government has obtained Rs. 90,500 
from the confiscation and sale of such estates within the last 
ten years. One of these estates was that of an old woe 
men of Delhi, mamed Mubériku-l-nisa, worth Rs. 50,000. 
One Shém& died at Montgomery leaving Rs. 7,000. His 
brother’s widow claimed the money, but her claim was re- 
jected. In the Panjab the estates of men who die without 
an heir are dealt with under the provisions of the Police Act. 
When such a man dies, the police seize his estate and report 
the matter to the District Magistrate. The Magistrate issues 
a proclamation stating that the estate is to be sold on such a 
date, and that if any person has a right to the estate, he should 
urge it before that date. The estate is then soldon the fixed date 
and the proceeds are made over to the Government treasury. 


A local correspondent of the Oudh Punch (Luckuow )of the 
Canning College, Luck- 5th December states that during the 
ache course of the University Examinations © 
lately held at the Canning College Pandit Prén Nath, third 
teacher, saw a First Arts candidate copying something from 
paper. The Pandit at ance went up to the candidate, but by 
the time he reached him, he had swallowed half of the paper. 
The Pandit snatched the other half of the ‘paper from the 
candidate and reported the matter to the Principal. When the 
paper was carefully examined, the writing. on it was found to 
resemble that of the second teacher. It is to be hoped that 
the Principal will not hush the matter up, otherwise ‘he wilh 
himself get into trouble and the reputation of the College will 
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suffer. ‘It should be observed that the same candidate had 
only a few days before given evidence in a case before the 
Principal in favour of the superintendent of the boardin g-house, 
who is father of the second teacher. The writer also urges 


that some réspectable teacher, and not a clerk, should have - 


been appointed superintendent of the boardin elie. 


_ Acorrespondent of the Lawrence Gazette (Meerut) of the 6th 
December, writing from Simla, states 
that the people have every ease and 
comfort under Britrish rule, but that they are greatly oppressed 
by the police. If a theft is committed at the house of any 
man, and he reports the theft to the police-station, the sub- 
inspector of police, accompanied by some constables, goes 
to his house, at once begins to harass his relatives, who live 
in the same house with him, and his neighbours, and extorts 
bribes ‘from them. The writer also complains that gamb- 
ling is at present greatly on the increase. There are many 
gaming-houses in every town. The police receive daily allow- 
ances from. the keepers of such houses. Gambling was very 
largely carried on at Sittila during the late Devali festival. 
One Kunjan, the keeper of a gaming-house at Simla, is said 
to have made Rs. 2,000 during the late Devali festival. 


The police. 


POST-OFFICE. 


A correspondent of the Bhdrat Bandhu (Aligarh) of the 
Postal notes and “privi- 8th December approves of the postal 
leged” newspapers. = notes of small value which are to be 
introduced next year, but says that there will be one difficulty. 
The man who takes a note will have to write the name of the 
post-office, where he wishes it to be paid, on it. If that post- 
office is a head-office, the addressee will at once get the money 
from it. But if it is a branch post-office, it will have to ob- 
tain the money from the head-office- and then pay it to the 
addressee. : This will necessarily cause delay and will bea 
source of inconvenience to the public. It would ‘be a gond 
thing if these postal notes were cashed at once at head-oflices 
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and branch-offices alike, like money-orders. ‘The writer also 
urges that the limit of weight for “ privileged” newspapers 
should be raised from three tolas to five folas. 

LOCAL AND MISCELLANBOUS. 


The Bhdrati Vilds (Agra) of the 5th December states that 


some European 
The alleged misconduct ° ben soldiers, who went out 


of some European soldiers shooting at Bagheri (Agra), kindled a 

fire there at night on a sugar mill 
and prepared their tea. The mill-owners protested against 
this, but the soldiers did not listen to them. The mill was 
split by the heat, and thus the owners had to suffer a great 
loss. European soldiers constantly commit such illegal acts 
and damage private property. 


at Bagheri, Agra, 


The same paper complains that at the time of the exami- 
The non-admittance of nation of witnesses, Mr. Bird, Assist- 
ge aie owabheag id ant Magistrate, Agra, does not allow 
trate, Agra. any spectators to enter his Court. 
No pleader or mukhtar even, except those who conduct the 
case, is admitted. He suspects that spectators assist witnesses 


in a clandestine way. 


aor sag The Praydg Samdchdr (Allahabad) of the 11th December, 
Hemp sold at a high in its local news column, states that 
price at Allahabad. it is believed that hemp sells at one 
rupee a seer at the city and at 8 annas in the suburbs. 
Have the contractors raised the price within the city with 
the permission of the Collector? The gale of the drug at 
so high a price causes great inconvenience to the people. 
It is not only used by the people as a stimulaut, but the 
native physicians, who practise the 4yurved system of medi- 
cine, alsa administer it, mixed with other drugs, aa medicine 
to their patients for some diseaaes. 


The same paper states that the trial of the men who are 
The late religious affray suspected of complicity in the late 
oS hee. religious affray at Allahabad has not 
yet been finished. Shujdat Hussain Khan and six other men’ 
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have been already acquitted. He-has been released on the: 
evidence of the tahsil officials, but he has been put to.a great. 


deal of expense. ‘The police should not arrest any respect- 
able man until they are convinced of his guilt. 


The Akhbdr-i- Alam (Meerut) of the 12th December, in its 
The increase of crime local news column, states that an influ- 
at Meerut, ential meeting was held at the mani- 


cipal office on the 10th idem to adopt some measures for the. 


prevention of crime, which has lately largely increased in 
that district. Naw&b Ahmadu-ll4h Khan, vice-president of 
the municipal. committee, took the chair. Saiyid Muhammad 


Ali Khan first explained the object of the meeting. Lala. 


Kishan Sahfya Séht attributed the increase of crime to the 
negligence of the police, and said that Mr. Thomas, late 
Superintendent of Police, and hie predecessors were more 
strict, and that therefore his subordinates were careful in the 
performance of their duties. Another gentleman said that 


formerly chaukidars were appointed at the recommendation. 


of the headmen of the town, and that therefore they were gene- 


rally men of good character, but that now no enquiry is made. 


about the character of candidates at the time of enlistment. 
Another gentleman said that, if respectable persons were 
entrusted with police powers, as was done in Bombay, crime 
would diminish. Another proposal was made to the effect 
that a list should be prepared by the headmen, which should 


contain the names of all the men of bad character in the town.. 
At the end it was resolved to hold another meeting on the 


17th idem. 


The Reformer (Lahore) of the 8th December publishes 
Mr. Hume’s letter dated the 10th 


peal to natives for ald to November, in which he appeals to the 
me Ries eee public, especially natives, for contri- 
butions to the hospital ‘which is to be erected at Simla and 
to be called the Ripon Hospital. The editor hopes that his 
countrymen will give a liberal response to Mr. ‘Hume’s 


Mr. A. . Hume's ap- — 
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appeal, because the money is to be devoted toa charitable 
object, and because the hospital is to bear the name of Lord 
Ripon, who is not only the Viceroy but a true friend of the 
couniry. (Many vernacular ees have published Mr. Hume’s 
letter ) | 


The Nasim-i-Agra of the 7th December states that, 
although Lord Ripon has repealed Lord 
Lytton’s Press Act, the members of 
the native Press have little liberty. The severe provisions of 
the Indian Penal Code still continue to stare them in the face. 
Only the other day the editor of the Naiyar-i- Azam of Morad- 


The native Press. 


abad fell a victim to the cause of liberty. The punishment 
inflicted on him was beyond all comparison to his so-called 


offence: It is clear that he did not publish the article, for 
which he was punished, in bad faith. Even Lord Lytton’s 
Press Act was a milder Jaw than the Indian Penal Oode. In 
our opinion, all native editors should forward a memorial to 
the Viceroy, praying that either the severe penalties provided 
in the Penal Code should be mitigated or the Press Act re- 
vived. We highly approve of the proposal of the Anwar- 
l-Akhbdr that the proprietors of native newspapers should 
raise subscriptions for the proprietor of the Natyar-i-Asam, 


who has suffered great loss. 


The English supplement to the Anjuman-t-Punjdb (Lahore) 
of the 6th December publishes the 
address which was presented by the 
Anjuman-i-Panjib to Dr. Leitner at the Lahore Railway - 
station at the time of his departure to Europe on farlough, 
and Dr. Leitner’s reply thereto, and also gives an account 
of the good work done by him in India. 


Dr. Leitner. 
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